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BRADENTON RESIDENT NICOLE CLARE CAPOBIANCO 
 CHARGED IN HEROIN OVERDOSE DEATH

Tampa, Florida - United States Attorney Paul I. Perez today announced  the

unsealing of an indictment charging Nicole Clare Capobianco, a 22 year old resident of

Bradenton, Florida, with distribution of heroin that caused the overdose death of  Michael

Andrew Tippery, Jr., age 23 year, of Bradenton, Florida, and two counts of distribution and

possession of heroin with the intent to distribute.  If convicted, Capobianco faces a

mandatory minimum term of twenty years' imprisonment up to life imprisonment and a fine

of $1million for distributing the heroin that caused the death of Michael Andrew Tippery,

Jr., and up to twenty years' imprisonment, and a fine of $1,000,000, as to the remaining

charges.  Capobianco was arrested this morning and will have her initial appearance this

afternoon at 3:00 pm before United States Magistrate Judge Thomas G. Wilson.

The indictment alleges that on June 6, 2003, Capobianco distributed heroin that

caused the death of  Michael Andrew Tippery, Jr., and, on June 7, 2003, Capobianco

distributed more heroin and possessed heroin with the intent to distribute it.  
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An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation

of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent until, and unless,

proven guilty.

The case was investigated by the Manatee County Sheriffs Office and the  United

States Drug Enforcement Administration and will be prosecuted by Assistant United States

Attorney Kathy J.M. Peluso.


